
 

The Advantages of the Electoral College May Outweigh the Disadvantages 
 
 The electoral system of the United States is very unique, since citizens' votes select electors 

who vote for a candidate during presidential elections.1 In total, 538 electors constitute the Electoral 

College, where each state's number of electors corresponds to how many members of Congress the 

state has.2 Most states implement a "winner-takes-all system", where all electoral votes are awarded 

to the candidate who receives the most popular votes in the state.3 This system allowed the 

Republican candidate Donald Trump to win the presidency in the 2016 presidential election by 

receiving a majority of 290 electoral votes, compared to the Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton's 

232 votes. However, Clinton received a majority of the country's total popular vote, with 48%, 

while Trump received 47%.4 This has led Americans to question the construction of the U.S. 

electoral system. Because of this, this essay aims to examine the advantages and disadvantages of 

the Electoral College, suggesting that the former might outweigh the latter. 

 There are two main disadvantages of the Electoral College. Firstly, a candidate can become 

president despite not receiving the most votes from the population during the election. This is 

partially due to the fact that a state can have three Electoral College votes at minimum, which 

results in some small states having a higher percentage of electoral votes than the state's percentage 

of the American population.5 Despite this, the Electoral College has satisfyingly awarded the 

presidency to the candidate with the most popular votes in 90% of elections.6 Secondly, the 

"winner-takes-all" system creates an increased focus by presidential candidates on so-called swing 

states, to win the presidency. This is because the results vary more between elections in swing 

states, compared to other states that tend to support the Democrats or the Republicans more 

consistently.7 As a result, these disadvantages can give the impression that the votes of some states 

are more or less valuable to elections than others, and the system might be seen as not being entirely 

democratic.   

 However, the Electoral College is important for ensuring that the entire U.S. matters during 

elections. This is due to the fact that the "winner-takes-all" system protects the will of small states 
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and regions, by diffusing the power of large, highly populated states and regions.8,9 Without the 

Electoral College, less populated areas may risk losing relevance during elections, if the elections 

were based on a popular vote instead, since candidates could win the presidency by solely focusing 

on larger areas.10 Furthermore, the Electoral College encourages coalition building across the U.S. 

by the political parties, since no single region has enough electoral votes to decide the presidency 

alone. Therefore, the system requires that, to be elected, a president needs to have a sufficient 

distribution of support across the country, as well as sufficient support within the population.11 

Although this system might create a greater focus on swing states during elections, the requirement 

for countrywide support would be lost without the Electoral College. Hence, the electoral system 

might be regarded as protecting democracy by enforcing a system where a larger part of the U.S. 

has to be heard.  

 Moreover, another advantage of the Electoral College arises from the fact that the control over 

the electoral process is state-based. The system protects the will and the rights of states by allowing 

individual states to design their own laws regarding voting and selecting electors, since the 

presidential election, in effect, consists of many smaller state elections.12,13,14 Hence, as the control 

over the electoral process lies within the states, any issues which may arise during the process can 

be isolated within particular states without having any large effects on the nationwide election.15,16 

In addition, the voting process is less controlled by the federal government, and the electoral 

process might thus be more protected from potential attempts at voter fraud, or federal corruption.17 

From this perspective, the Electoral College can be viewed as providing security during elections, 

and aiding the different states in making their will heard.  

 In sum, the electoral system of the United States has both important disadvantages and 

important advantages. The disadvantages of the Electoral College are that elections become more 

 
8 "Advantages and Disadvantages of Electoral College," OccupyTheory.org, published July 29, 2014, accessed November 21, 2016, 
http://occupytheory.org/advantages-and-disadvantages-of-electoral-college/ 
9 "Electoral College pros and cons: should the USA use popular vote to elect the President?," Netivist.org, accessed November 21, 
2016, https://netivist.org/debate/electoral-college-pros-and-cons 
10 "The Pros and Cons of the Electoral College," Amelia Josephson, Smartasset.com, published August 26, 2016, accessed November 
21, 2016, https://smartasset.com/insights/the-pros-and-cons-of-the-electoral-college 
11 "The Pro's and Con's of the Electoral College System," William C. Kimberling, USelectionatlas.org, accessed November 21, 2016, 
http://uselectionatlas.org/INFORMATION/INFORMATION/electcollege_procon.php 
12 "US Government: Electoral College," Ducksters.com, accessed November 21, 2016, 
http://www.ducksters.com/history/us_government/electoral_college.php 
13 "Advantages and Disadvantages of Electoral College," OccupyTheory.org, published July 29, 2014, accessed November 21, 2016, 
http://occupytheory.org/advantages-and-disadvantages-of-electoral-college/ 
14 "Eliminating the Electoral College Would Corrupt Our Elections," Trent England, U.S. News, published October 1, 2012, accessed 
November 21, 2016, http://www.usnews.com/opinion/articles/2012/10/01/eliminating-the-electoral-college-would-corrupt-our-
elections 
15 "Eliminating the Electoral College Would Corrupt Our Elections," Trent England, U.S. News, published October 1, 2012, accessed 
November 21, 2016, http://www.usnews.com/opinion/articles/2012/10/01/eliminating-the-electoral-college-would-corrupt-our-
elections 
16 "Electoral College pros and cons: should the USA use popular vote to elect the President?," Netivist.org, accessed November 21, 
2016, https://netivist.org/debate/electoral-college-pros-and-cons 
17 "The Accidental Genius of the Electoral College," Sean J. Rosenthal, FEE.org, published November 14, 2016, accessed November 
21, 2016, https://fee.org/articles/the-accidental-genius-of-the-electoral-college/ 



 
focused on swing states, and that a candidate can be elected president without receiving a majority 

of the popular vote. However, the advantages of the electoral system are that the system protects 

states' rights, ensures that winning candidates have wide popular support across the country, and 

creates a balance between different states, so that smaller states can be heard during elections. In 

conclusion, the advantages of the Electoral College might be considered to outweigh the 

disadvantages, since the system does ensure that all states across the U.S. are allowed to express 

their will during the electoral process.  
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