
Why different genres of text vary in style 
 

Different genres of text vary in several ways, such as language, structure and register. Genre—and 

also the writer’s knowledge of the subject—have a major influence on the style of the text. Defining 

the genre of a text helps readers to better understand the text. This essay will compare three texts: Text 

A (“The Education Crisis” by MacQueen D.S, a chapter from a textbook), Text B (“A Call to Action 

for Public Schools” by Ripley, A, an article from the magazine Time) and Text C (“School Start Times 

and the Sleep—Wake Cycle of Adolescents: A Review and Critical Evaluation of Available Evidence” 

by Kirby, M, Maggi, S and D’Angiulli, A, taken from a scientific journal). These texts have both 

differences and similarities, and in this comparison the focus will be on three areas: the presentation of 

sources, the structure of the texts and the relationship between the author and the addressee. 

First, the presentation of sources varies between the texts, from Text A, where it is difficult to find the 

sources at all, to Text C, where the text is full of sources; this can give useful information about the 

text genre. In Text A, sources are embedded within the text (for example “In Nation at Risk, the 

commission recommended […]”); the writer did not want the reader to be disturbed by them while 

reading the text. In comparison, the readers of Text C are intended to be experts on the subject; 

therefore the text contains a great deal of references—for instance “[…] effects of the sleep-wake 

cycle and cognitive performance (Bonnet, 2000; Schmidt et al., 2007)”. If the reader would like to 

know more about a specific topic in the text he can use the references. In the magazine article, sources 

are presented as names only, since the journalist does not want them to disturb the reader. Just as 

importantly, the journalist uses several well-known faces as sources, which is clever since most 

readers are familiar with them, for example Bill Gates, and trusts the facts instead of looking up the 

information. 

Second, analyzing the structure of a text is another way of viewing the differences between these texts. 

Text B has shorter sentences and paragraphs than Texts A and C. Shorter sentences and paragraphs 

make the text easier to read, which is necessary in a newspaper article. In student literature, as in Text 

A, the writer intends to keep the reader interested throughout the chapter. This is done by writing long 

and informative sentences, which maintains the reader’s focus and keeps him motivated to continue 

reading. Text C and A have similar structures, because the authors of the texts have the same goal; 

they want to keep the readers interested. Furthermore, Text C is structured with more subheadings (for 

example “Changing School Start Times: In Practice”), which makes it easier to find different parts of 

the text. That is important in journals, since other researchers may want to read different parts of the 

text several times, and thus need to identify the different parts quickly. 



Third, the relationship between the author and the reader is a crucial factor when the writer determines 

the contents of a text. In Text B, Ripley is a professional in writing—not regarding the subject. She 

writes informative and in an average register level (an example of this is “Rojas had long believed that 

her problems in school were all her fault.”). By contrast, the register is high in both Texts A and C and 

it is highly advanced in the latter. Further, Text C is written between professionals, hence facts are 

presented with references to other journals; this gives the reader the option of further studying facts in 

the article. By comparison, Text A is written by an expert on the subject and the readers are students 

possessing some knowledge of the subject, but the purpose of the text is to teach them further. 

MacQueen manages to do this by presenting facts clearly and signposting wisely throughout the text 

(for example “No Child Left Behind signals a new era in federal involvement in education.”). 

Altogether, these texts have differences in the areas compared above. Writing a scientific article in the 

style of a newspaper article would certainly not satisfy the readers, who want clear references. 

Likewise, the structure needs to be suited to the genre of the text to keep the reader interested and give 

him an overview of the contents of the text. The relationship between author and addressee is just as 

important, since this determines the amount of explanation that is needed and also the level of the 

register. In sum, different texts require different styles in order to encourage the intended readers to 

continue reading. 
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