
An Analysis of the differences between three Genres of Text 

This essay will compare and contrast three texts that deal with the same subject matter, namely 
education in the United States, but from different perspectives. Text A titled The Education Crisis, is 
an academic text, Text B titled A Call to Action for Public Schools, is journalistic and Text C titled 
School Start Times and the Sleep-Wake Cycle of Adolescents: A Review and Critical Evaluation of 
Available Evidence, is also academic but uses the scientific method. What characterizes each of these 
texts in terms of a) the ways outside sources are used b) the types of information presented and c) 
the assumptions made about the reader’s knowledge? This essay will answer just that. 

At a cursory glance, in terms of structure, Texts A and C are more similar to each other in the ways 
outside sources are used. They are both structured almost entirely around sources and references to 
surveys. Texts A and C are both academic texts. Text A exemplifies this in this quote: “Newsweek 
reported in 1990 that […]” 1 By contrast, In Text C, there is highly specific language typical of a journal 
article. For instance, the first paragraph on page 239 in Text A references Time magazine in 1990, but 
no mention is made of the issue number and the page. In Text C, not only is the journal article 
mentioned, but also the specific page and date. An example of Text C’s stricter criterion is this 
reference: (Blatter & Cajochen, 2007, p. 201). Text B is not academic. Even from the opening 
paragraph, it is readily apparent as is illustrated by this quote: “For a movie about America’s 
malfunctioning education system, it was an unusually qualified focus group”. Already, we can deduce 
that this is a nonacademic text, as the opening paragraph is humorous. Irony and lack of seriousness 
are generally avoided in academic writing.  Contractions are found throughout Text B, something 
that is generally avoided in academic writing. Furthermore, Text B is structured around numerous 
anecdotes from the people interviewed, something that is irrelevant in academic writing and is 
absent from A and C. Text B is liberal in its method of writing, without adhering to any strict set of 
rules—as opposed to C. Text A is closer to Text C in its usage of academic language, but somewhat 
closer to B owing to its lack of rigorous source references. 

However, when considering assumptions about readers’ knowledge, it can be seen that unlike Texts 
A and B, Text C is written by academics for academics. In this case, it is written by scientific 
researchers in the field for other experts. It is therefore taken for granted that all the terminology 
and methodology is well understood. For instance, the average reader will have a hard time 
understanding this sentence in Text C: “The accumulation and intensification of process S, 
representing the homeostatic drive for […]” 2 Similarly, Text A assumes that the reader has proficient 
knowledge of English. This is evidenced by high register vocabulary (e.g. noncomitant, exogenous, 
and endogenous) and complex sentences such as the one found in the first subheading’s first 
paragraph on page 241. 3 This text also assumes that the reader has little to no knowledge of the 
subject being discussed, hence all the statistics and historical information. In Text B, as in Text A, the 
author assumes that the reader has no previous or has little knowledge of the piece of news in 
question.  

 

                                                           
1 MacQueen, D.S. (2009) p.239 
2 Kirby, M., S. Maggi, and A. D’Angiulli (2011). First paragraph under third subheading 
3 MacQueen, D.S. (2009). The Education Crisis. In Windows on the United States: A University Primer p.241 



The types of information presented in Texts A and C are topics of academic interest that are concise 
and specific. As has been already pointed out, Text A has concrete examples to support claims. Text B 
is journalistic writing dealing with current affairs. The difference between Text A and Text C is that 
the former includes statistics but provides no sources while the latter references primary sources 
(statistics), as the text is aimed at an entirely different audience. Text B is aimed is aimed at the 
general public. An example of the lack of referencing in Text B is this quote: “[…] how it could be that 
the U.S. since 1971 has more than doubled it spends per pupil […]”4 Text C has esoteric and scientific 
terms e.g. circadian typology, sleep-wake cycle etc. which other academics are familiar with. 

To recap, the main difference between these texts is most readily seen in the style of writing, in 
other words the genre. While all three texts are intended for different audiences, Text B is far 
removed from Texts A and B as regards the genre, register and referencing. Texts A and C are 
academic while Text B is not. Texts A and C make use of more rigorous and precise methods of 
referencing. Text A is meant for people familiar with academic writing, while B is for a general 
audience. Text C is for the scientific community because of its use of specialized language. These 
observations regarding the use of outside sources, types of information presented and the reader’s 
prior knowledge have served to illustrate how academic writing differs from nonacademic writing. 
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4 Ripley, A. (2010). Sixth paragraph 


