
Extremist political parties should be accepted 
as a part of our democratic state 

Extremist political parties are often characterized by ideologies and ideas that are outside the 

general perception of what is morally acceptable. Because of the elections in 2010, we 

presently have an extremist political party known as the Sweden Democrats acting in our 

Swedish parliament. The Sweden Democrats are mostly known for their hostile attitude 

towards immigrants and for wanting to keep Sweden as ethnically homogeneous as possible. 

Furthermore, the party has a history of being an assembly point for neo-Nazis’ political 

interest. Thus, many citizens are naturally feeling strong resentment towards this party’s 

powerful position. I am one of these individuals. This text, however, will argue that the 

existence of extremist political parties in our democratic country should not be rejected as 

something bad. 

In most populations on our planet, one will probably find individuals with opinions that can 

appear strikingly extreme and perhaps also questionable morally and ethically, such as those 

of the Sweden Democrats. But imagine if there were no peaceful ways for such individuals to 

get an outlet for their “extreme” opinions. Perhaps those who felt resentment towards 

immigration and a multi-cultural Sweden would choose other strategies to make themselves 

heard by society and by politicians. Criminal activities in society would definitely increase as 

these neglected citizens of an undemocratic state would presumably protest, demonstrate, and 

show resentment. One could argue that if we want democracy, which we naturally do, we 

must accept that a democracy’s weakness is that its citizens can have poor judgment, be 

ignorant and intolerant, and even have ideas that we perceive as anti-democratic. 

Nevertheless, we must stand up for everyone’s right to have poor judgment, be ignorant and 

intolerant, and even to join political parties that are anti-democratic and racist. There must be 

a place for everyone who does not explicitly break any law to be heard in the political arena, 

for the political arena will always be preferable, in contrast to the alternatives. 

Another example of an extremist political party is the Pirate Party which essentially only has 

one main argument – that music and video piracy should be legalized. Very few people 

sympathize completely with the party because they do not care about anything but this limited 

topic. Yet the party’s existence and political activity is important, for as a consequence it 

contributes positively to the ongoing copyright debate. 



One can also argue against the viciousness of extremist political parties. Of course the 

exposure of political opinions such as those that the Sweden Democrats hold regarding 

immigration leads to a poor view of man, separating individuals through culture and religion, 

hence spreading values of discriminative nature among our citizens. The party has often fed 

on discontent among citizens, explaining that immigrants are our main source of concern, 

regarding everything from unemployment to financial difficulties and crime rates. No one 

with a democratic point of view finds the knowledge that enough citizens voted for the 

Sweden Democrats for them to get elected a satisfactory thought. Thus, it may seem 

contradict to want equal rights for political parties such as the Swedish Democrats who 

themselves do not explicitly believe in the equal rights of all citizens. Furthermore, we must 

continue fighting against the party, and not accept racism flourishing in our government, but 

the fight must be political, and the power must continue to lie with the people. 

In Sweden, as in most democratic countries, citizens are allowed to think whatever they want 

as long as they do not break any constitutional law. In addition, our constitutional law forces 

us to be democratic. Thus, one can choose to believe that the democratic population in 

Sweden, in time will come to the realization that the Sweden Democrats are corrupt and 

counterweight our democracy. In summary, it is highly important that we cherish the fact that 

we live in a democratic state. Extremist political parties should exist, not because they have 

the right opinions, but because they have the right to have their opinions. It is not positive that 

we have citizens committed to the spreading of xenophobia, but nonetheless they should not 

be banned or taken away their rights to speak their mind, because it would deprive us all of 

the fundamental rights that we should be offered in our democratic state.  
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